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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Sin 

Applicants have carefully reviewed the Office Action dated July 2 r 2002 r ,#nd 
respectfully request reconsideration in view of the following remarks. 

Claims 20-34 have been rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 5,797,988 to Linde or the European counterpart, EP 802,241. 
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Applicants traverse this rejection and submit that the compacted carbon black 
pellets of Linde have a lower relative color intensity in concrete; whereas the claimed 
compacted carbon black pellets have a higher relative color intensity in concrete. 
Applicants incorrectly referred to "density" in their previous response. 

The claims of the subject require the compacted carbon black pellets to have 
a relative color intensity that is greater than that of the uncompacted powder. The 
examples of the subject application demonstrate this improvement in color intensity 
for the particles in concrete. 

The compacted pellets of Linde do not satisfy this requirement of the subject 

claims. In Table 1 of Linde the relative color intensity is also measured in concrete 

*< 

and the compacted pellets have a lower color intensity than the uncompacted 
powder. The values for the pellets are 81 , 85 and 90 vs. a standard of 100 for the 
powder. 

Linde does not disclose that it would be possible to increase the color 
intensity to the levels required by the subject claims. Therefore, it is submitted that 
Linde fails to render the subject claims unpatentable within the meaning of 35 USC 
103(a). Accordingly, withdrawal of this rejection is requested. 

The foregoing is believed to be a complete response to the Office Action 
dated July 2, 2002, and in view of the preceding amendments and remarks, a Notice 
of Allowance is respectfully requested. 
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